
Guide to writing for Liberator
We welcome your written contributions for publication in Liberator, whether they are articles, book reviews or letters. Before submitting any copy for publication, please read the following guidelines. Note that we reserve the right to shorten, alter or omit any material. 
Liberator is a not-for-profit organisation and we do not pay for articles.
Topicality
Liberator magazine is published online six times a year. It no longer appears in print. Your material should be topical in the sense of being about current issues, but bear in mind that there will be some delay between our copy deadline and subscribers reading the magazine. Do not write anything that is likely to be out-of-date by the time it is published. Liberator is not a news magazine - do not send us press releases.
Relevance
Our readers are mostly resident in the UK and mostly active members of the Liberal Democrats. Your article should be relevant to this audience. The subject matter should be on broadly political issues but written in lay terms. Don't write about subjects of purely local interest, or those intelligible only to a technical expert. 
If you are unsure, email us (collective@liberator.org.uk) before writing your article and ask whether your proposed topic is relevant. 
If you are unfamiliar with Liberator, look at some of the recent back issues on our website before writing anything.
Copyright
If your article has been published elsewhere please tell us and make sure that it is not someone else's copyright material. 
If you send a photograph that you did not take yourself please confirm you have the photographer’s permission for Liberator to use it without payment.
Length
A one-page article is about 900 words in length. A two-page article is 1,800 words. 
If a subject merits it, or any article has one or more good pictures to go with it, we may give it more space.
Letters and book reviews
Letters for publication and book reviews should generally be shorter than articles, around 250 words for letters, or 500 words for book reviews unless you have agreed something different with us. We sometimes publish longer book reviews in article format - please make it clear if that is what you intend.
Formats
Please send your file in Word, Pages or similar. Type all your copy in normal text; don't add heading styles, italics, colour etc.
Email your copy to Liberator (collective@liberator.org.uk). 
Picture should be in JPEG format ideally of 500KB or larger.
Advertisements should also be sent as JPEG files.
Style
We don’t require contributors to adhere to a style guide and will edit submitted material accordingly, however the following basics may be helpful.
· Make your subject obvious from the beginning of the article and end with some clear conclusion.

· Use British English, not American or any other kind.

· Avoid technical jargon or uncommon acronyms.

· Do not write footnotes. Liberator is not an academic journal. Where relevant please use web links to any other publication you wish to refer to. Liberator is now an online publication and these can be included.

· Use upper case letters only at the start of sentences or for proper nouns. 

· Use double quotes like "this" for a direct quotation. Use single quotes like 'this' to mark out a word or phrase for any other reason.

· A government, political party, company or team is singular.


